42
-administrative talents and integrity, was Trimala-
charya, a Deshastha Brahmin, from whom authentic
history of the Pingles can be traced. Trimalacharya
first accompanied Shahaji to Tanjore from Nasik in
the Deccan. Shivaji, the son of Shahaji, bestowed
the office of Primer Minister on Moropant Pingle,
the son of Trimalacharya, in 1659. Moropant held
the post for a period of thirty two years, and dis-
tinguished himself by personal valour and extra-
ordinary talents. Captain Grant Duff, the historian
of the Marathas, has borne ample testimony to the
character and merits of this personage. The selection
of Moropant Pingle by Shivaji to the highest office in
the kingdom is a sufficient guarantee of his superior
Witness. He helped Shivaji in establishing and main-
taining a vast empire. He was a gallant soldier and
-sagacious statesman. He won several battles and
acquired large territory for his master. His ability,
prudence and bravery made such an impression on
Shivaji, that when he went to Delhi in 1666, he vested
full authority of his kingdom in Moropant Pingle and
two others, and enjoined all persons to respect and
obey his orders as if issued by himself. The services
of such a faithful and devoted minister cannot be too
'highly spoken of. After the death of Shivaji at
Raygad in 1680, his son Sambhaji succeeded to the
throne. He imprisoned Moropant Pingle along with
other ministers of Shivaji, but soon released the
former, who died in 1681. Later on, Sambhaji nomi-
nated Nilo Moreshwar, the eldest son of Moropant,
as the chief manager of the affairs of government
in the Carnatic, administered for many years by his